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Current Process for Geographically Positioning Ill-defined, Unmarked, or Poorly Marked County Boundaries 

County boundary lines set in state law 

 General Assembly describes county boundary lines in statute. 

Backup notifications ensure all impacted know, if they didn’t already, and have chance to disagree 

 Within 30 days of the Chief of SCGS approving the county plat with geographical positions for the 
county boundary, SCGS will provide the following: (SC Code Section 27‐2‐105(A)(3)&(B)(1)‐(4)) 
o copies to the administrator of each affected county; 
o notice and copies to the public through its official website and/or other means it considers 

appropriate; and 
o written notification to affected parties, which include:  (1) governing body of an affected 

county; (2) governing body of a political subdivision of the state; (3) elected official, other 
than a statewide elected official; (4) property owner or an individual residing in the 
certification zone (send certified letter to these people); (5) business entity located in the 
certification zone; and (6) nonresident individual who owns/leases real property situated in 
the certification zone.  (See #1 ‐ #4 on attached pages) 
 An affected party that disagrees with the geographic positioning of the county 

boundary described in statute, may file request for a contested case hearing with the 
SC Administrative Law Court (ALC) within 60 days of receiving notice.  The party may 
appeal the decision of the ALC if they desire. 

Time passes 

 Passage of time and growth in society has led to confusion over locations of 
county boundary lines described in statute. (2014 Act No. 262, Section 1 (A)(2)) 

Technology exists to provide permanent markers of boundary lines 

 General Assembly tasks SCGS with geographically positioning the County Boundary 
Lines described in statute whenever anyone believes a county boundary is ill‐
defined, unmarked, or poorly marked.  (SC Code Section 27‐2‐105(A)(1)) 

A portion of the county boundary currently in state law is geographically positioned onto a plat 

 SCGS works with county personnel to analyze archival and other evidence and perform field 
surveys geographically to position all county boundaries in accordance with current statutory 
descriptions. (SC Code Section 27‐2‐105(A)(1)) (See SCGS Informal Policy attached) 

 County plat with geographical positions for the county boundaries will be drafted, signed and 
sealed by a licensed South Carolina Professional Land Surveyor, and approved by the Chief of 
the SCGS. (SC Code Section 27‐2‐105(A)(4)) 

Geographic positions of the portion of the county boundary currently in state law takes effect 

 When the plat is no longer subject to appeal, the Chief of the SCGS shall provide the 
geographically positioned map to the Secretary of State, the South Carolina Department of 
Archives, and the register of deeds in each affected county. The date of the cover letter is 
the date the boundary takes effect. (SC Code Section 27‐2‐105(B)(5)‐(6)) 

State Code updated to reflect the geographic positions of the entire county boundary  

 When all portions of a county boundary are resolved, the SCGS shall prepare a unique 
boundary description and forward that description in a form suitable for the General 
Assembly to amend all of the boundaries for a county.SC Code Section 27‐2‐105(B)(7)) 
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NOTE:  If two counties find through the geographic positioning process that they have been utilizing boundaries that are 
different than those set in statute, the counties may adjust the boundaries set in statute through annexation. 
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SCGS Informal Policy 
 
Prior to SCGS starting their work, SCGS notifies the administrators of the effected counties.  The county 
administrator will create a delegation of other officials to work with the SCGS on the project.  If assistance from 
the county is provided, it is done so as a mutual agreement between the county administrator and the SCGS.  
The SCGS will work to collect historical land records for documentary evidence of boundaries and perform 
fieldwork to locate monuments and corroborating evidence and position on State Plane Coordinates.   
 
When SCGS has preliminary findings regarding the boundaries, SCGS shares these findings with the county 
administrator and delegation.  This information is shared to identify any impacts to property owners.  If 
property owners are impacted by the clarification of the boundary, a collaborative decision is made between the 
SCGS and the counties on the necessity of a public meeting.  Letters of notification are sent to the impacted 
individuals.  Contained within the letter is the purpose and explanation of the project, and the time, date, and 
location of the public meeting.  This will be done prior to SCGS certifying a final plat of survey.   
 
Once county delegations and county councils are satisfied that all issues have been resolved, the SCGS 
completes the project by certifying the plat of the clarified county boundary.  At that time, the certified plat is 
provided to the appropriate parties pursuant to SC Code Section 27-2-105(A)(3) (i.e., copies to administrators, 
written notification to affected parties, etc.).  When an affected party receives this written notification, said 
party has 60 days to file an appeal and request for a contested case hearing with Administrative Law Court 
(ALC).  After the 60 day filing process ends, and if no appeals are filed, a cover letter from the Chief of the 
SCGS is signed identifying the project as complete.  The certified plat of survey, along with the cover letter, is 
submitted to the SC Secretary of State, each county’s Register of Deeds Offices, and the SC Department of 
Archives. 
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#1 - Non-Impact Notification sent via U.S. Mail 
SCGS classifies property owners as “non-impact” when they are minimally affected, their residence or business 
is not found to be in the adjacent county or the majority of their property is not found to be in the adjacent 
county.  Those that will not experience any change to their circumstances.  SCGS generally works with the 
counties to determine who is not impacted and who is significantly impacted. 
 
Sample Letter 
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#2 - Significant Impact Notification sent via Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested 
SCGS classifies property owners as “significant impact” whey they are found to be in the adjacent county or the 
majority of their property is found to be in the adjacent county.  SCGS generally works with the counties to 
determine who is not impacted and who is significantly impacted. 
 
Sample Letter 
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#3 - Agency Notification sent via Email 
 
When the first county boundary line was being geographically positioned the Director of Revenue and Fiscal 
Affairs sent an email to all State Agency heads and asked if they would like to be notified directly or would 
assign someone as a point of contact.  Some agencies responded that they did not want notification.   
 
The list of agencies that wanted notification, and are provided notification, are as follows: (1) Department of 
Social Services); (2) State Election Commission; (3) Judicial Department; (4) Department of Transportation; (5) 
University of South Carolina; (6) Clemson University; (7) SC Forestry Commission; (8) SC Commission on 
Indigent Defense; (9) SC Patients’ Compensation Fund; (10) SC Conservation Bank; (11) Department of 
Corrections; (12) State Law Enforcement Division (SLED); (13) Court Administration; and (14) Department of 
Disabilities and Special Needs. 
 
 
Sample Email 
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#4 - Elected Officials Notification sent via U.S. Mail 
Elected Officials notified include: (1) Senator(s); (2) Representatives; (3) Clerks of Court; (4) County Council 
Members; (5) County Treasurers; (6) School District Board Members; (7) Sheriff; (8) Coroner; (9) Solicitor; 
(10) State Treasurer; and (11) State Auditor. 
 
Sample Letter 
 

 
 


